Introduced by Council Member R. Brown & Co-sponsored by  

Council Members R. Gaffney, Hazouri, Carter, K. Brown, Newby
& Love:
RESOLUTION 2016-224
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF FORMER CITY COUNCIL MEMBER HAROLD GIBSON SR.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Harold Gibson, a native of Jacksonville, earned a business diploma from Tampa Business College, served as a paratrooper in World War II, and was an employee of Atlantic Coast Line and later Seaboard Coastline Railroad for 42 years; and


WHEREAS, in 1963 Mr. Gibson was named Deputy Assessor in the Duval County Tax Assessor’s Office and after the city/county consolidation in 1968 was appointed by Mayor Jake Godbold to the Mayor’s staff, becoming one of the first African-Americans appointed to an administrative post in the new consolidated government and earning the City Council’s admiration and respect in the form of a 1972 resolution declaring him to be an “honorary council member” for his services to the Council while in the Mayor’s office; and


WHEREAS, after leaving the Mayor’s office, Harold Gibson was appointed as a member and Chair of the Jacksonville Area Planning Board from 1972 to 1974 and then was appointed to the Civil Service Board where he served until he was elected to the City Council in 1979 representing Council District 9, where he served for one term before declining to run for re-election in order to make an ultimately unsuccessful campaign for mayor; and 


WHEREAS, for many years thereafter Mr. Gibson owned and operated the landmark Skate City skating rink on Soutel Drive, and was  active in organizations ranging from the NAACP to the USO and from Methodist Hospital to the Florida Council of Children and Youth; and


WHEREAS, Harold Gibson was always known during his time in public service as a tenacious advocate for his constituents and the causes in which he believed, a sharp critic of injustice and hypocrisy, and a believer in the ultimate wisdom and goodness of the citizens of Jacksonville, and his influence will be sorely missed; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the life and outstanding accomplishments of former City Council Member Harold Gibson, Sr., and extends to his family, friends and admirers the City’s deepest condolences on his passing. Mr. Gibson’s life of public service will be long and fondly remembered by all who knew him.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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